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GUIDELINES FOR REVIEWERS 
 

Thank you for agreeing to review for Marine Corps University Press. Your review should be no 
less than 750 words in length. If writing a longer, multi-title essay, the word count should start at 
about 1,250 and can be footnoted. Our heading form is as follows: 
 

Containment in the Middle East. By Ehud Eilam. (Lincoln: Potomac Books, University of 
Nebraska Press, 2019. Pp. 216. $29.95 hardcover and e-book.) 

 
Reviews should be double-spaced and typed in 12-point Times New Roman. If possible, save 
your review as a Microsoft Word file (*.doc or *.docx) and submit it via e-mail attachment to 
mcu_press@usmcu.edu. 
 
Please consider the following points as you frame the review: 
• Provide a brief summary of the scope, purpose, and content of the book. Explain its 

significance and context. Include an evaluation of the author’s use of sources, organization 
and presentation of material, and achievement of overall purpose. 
 

• Be honest but fair in your evaluation. Your critique may be favorable or unfavorable, but in 
all cases avoid personalities, express criticism in respectful terms, and provide a balanced 
account of the book’s content without irrelevant digressions. 
 

• This is an apolitical university press and a U.S. government publisher, so while some of the 
subject matter addressed in books under review might be political in nature, avoid 
expressing personal political opinions in your review. 
 

• Do not list typographical or other minor errors unless they significantly impair the value of 
the book. 
 

• Provide page numbers for all quoted passages and phrases. If you cite other works in the 
review, supply the year published for books and full citations for articles. Integrate the 
citations into the text, as we do not footnote standard single-title reviews. 
 

• After your name at the close of the review, please provide a brief identification of yourself.  
Here is an example: Jane A. Doe, lieutenant colonel, USMC (ret.), teaches military history at 
Marine Corps University, Quantico, Virginia. She is author of Strategy across History (2011) 
and is currently researching U.S. strategy in the Gulf War. 


